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aries". Protesting against any action that
would result in fastening a lumber trust upon
the farmers of his district, he demanded in the
name of his constituents that lumber should be
on the free-list. He also declared that the trust
controlled the local dealers and compelled them
to sell at a schedule price. Through their com-
bination with the transportation monopolies, no
one could engage in the lumber business with-
out the consent of the lumber trust and trans-
portation companies, which together formed
"one of the most unconscionable trusts ever
organized", and which was organized to plun-
der the people who were "far removed from
the great centers of lumber manufacture".200

In reply to a member of the House who denied
the existence of a " lumber trust'' and who said
that Ms credulity had been imposed upon by
"some designing free-trader", and who also
suggested that he (Weaver) was the same man
who some years before "believed that money
could be made by the use of the printing press
and plenty of paper", General "Weaver declared
that the gentleman's lack of knowledge con-
cerning the lumber trust was only equaled by
his lack of knowledge of finance. "I saw this
great Government, by an exercise of its sover-
eign power, create money and with it preserve
the life of this nation. The gentleman twits me
with believing that the Government can make